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A Picture’s Worth a Thousand Words...
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A picture I took of a sunset over Lake Michigan.



A close-up.

Using this picture, some geometry, and a little trigonometry, | was able to compute that the
Earth’s radius is about 5000 miles.



Let's start by looking at the angular size of things.

That's just a first step toward learning the actual size.

For that, we also need to know the distance.















There are various ideas/methods for measuring distances.
The simplest is called parallax.
Using parallax, we can measure the distance to nearby stars.

For things further away, we need more clever/subtle methods.
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The measured parallax is 0.5478 arcsecs. Corresponds to a distance of 5.97 lightyears.
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